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What is a resource?
A resource is something which is needed and used by humans.

Reasons for increased resource use
As the world’s population has grown there has been a great increase in resource use. For a long time humans survived by gathering and hunting in the local area, now most countries have nearly fully exploited their natural resources. As technology has advanced, there have been more opportunities for countries to develop new products using raw materials. Everyone wants a better standard of living, but this means using more energy. Most MEDC homes are full of electrical goods which use energy. Once people in LEDC’s become richer they act in the same way. 

Relationship between resource use and population growth
World population has increased and this has led to a great pressure on resources. It took almost 100 years for world population to double from 1 to 2 billion, but then it took less than 50 years for it to double again from 2 to 4 billion. The world population has now increased to 6.5 billion.
Sustainable development
Sustainable development is development which meets the needs of the present without jeopardising the needs of the future. In other words, developing in a way that does not exploit all of the resource available and leaving some for future generations.

Renewable energy
Renewable energy is energy which can be used again and again and will never run out. An example of this type of energy is wind power. In the past two decades, researchers have designed a 30 metre high wind turbine which can generate electricity. They are often located in flat, open, exposed areas of land. Wind power is expensive to set up, but its return in terms of how much electricity it generates, can be compared favourably with other forms of electricity generation. Wind farms are pollution free and take up very little land, and the ground between the turbines can still be used for farming. However, local people are often against wind turbines as they feel they are an eyesore, they disrupt TV reception and can be very noisy.

UK tourist area
In the UK, the coast remains the most popular place for people in the UK to holiday. However, in the past 50 years the popularity of inland resorts has increased rapidly. National parks are now extremely popular places to visit. National Parks are areas of outstanding natural beauty which have been preserved for the people of the future.  National Parks have two aims;
1 to preserve and enhance an area’s natural beauty

2 to promote people’s enjoyment of the countryside

It is not easy to achieve these aims and rules and regulations are often set out to avoid any problems. However, with all types of tourism there are problems. The parks main problems are pressure from visitors. National Parks are close to densely populated areas. This leads to large percentages of visitor numbers during peak times, which in turn increase litter, footpath erosion, congestion and pollution. There is also often conflict between tourists and local people living in the national park.
LEDC tourist area
Tourism in LEDC’s continues to become more popular and this has both positive and negative effects on the countries involved. If we take the example of Kenya, we can see that there are several advantages and disadvantages to the rapid increase in visitor numbers.
Kenya has large safari parks and beautiful beaches which have become extremely popular places to visit. Unemployment in the country has declined as a result of the tourism industry and the industry also acts as a catalyst for other sectors, such as agriculture and transport to develop. However, with large numbers of tourists there comes the problem of damage to the natural environment. On the coral reefs, boats drop their anchors and damage the fragile coral. In the game parks, tourist guides take visitors too close to the animals and this disturbs their natural habitat. They churn up the ground in large land rovers and this leads to an increase in erosion. There are also conflicts with the local people, as the Maasai people were driven out of their homelands by the government who wished to set up safari parks. This has led to local people and farm animals being killed by wild animals which they are legally not allowed to touch.

The socio-economic and environmental consequences of tourism in MEDC’s and LEDC’s

Socio-economic (MEDC’s)- Tourism leads to a drop in unemployment figures and brings a great deal of money to the economy. However, local people in areas such as National Parks, can often no longer afford house prices as many people are choosing to buy holiday homes in the region.
Socio-economic (LEDC’s)- Tourism leads to a drop in unemployment figures and brings a great deal of money to the economy. However, there is often great conflict between local people and the governments, due to the government treating local people with little respect. Much of the profits from tourism is taken out of the country rather than benefiting local people.
Environmental (MEDC’s)- Although certain areas can be improved due to the funding from tourism (e.g. coastal management on the south coast), many areas actually suffer as a result of vast numbers of visitors which litter the area and increase footpath erosion.

Environmental (LEDC’s)- Although certain areas can be improved due to the funding from tourism, many areas actually suffer as a result of vast numbers of visitors which litter the area, damage habitats and increase footpath erosion. Animals in large safari parks are also affected due to tourists and guides getting too close to the animals.
The need for stewardship and conservation and the growth of green tourism
Green tourism is tourism which is environmentally friendly. It involves the local people having a say in what goes on in the area.  There is a need for tourism to be controlled as growing visitor numbers have led to landscapes being destroyed. An example, of this is the Maasai people helping the Kenyan Government to look after the safari parks.
SUMMARY
· A resource is something which is needed and used by humans.
· As the world’s population has grown there has been a great increase in resource use and this has led to a great pressure on resources, some of which are now running out.

· Sustainable development is development which meets the needs of the present without jeopardising the needs of future generations
· Renewable energy is energy which can be used again and again and will never run out

· National Parks are areas of outstanding natural beauty which have been preserved for the people of the future.  

· Tourism in LEDC’s continues to become more popular and this has both positive and negative effects on the countries involved
· Green tourism is tourism which is environmentally friendly
