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Contrasts between MEDC’s and LEDC’s in measures of population such as; birth rate, death rate, natural increase, health; such as infant mortality, people per doctor and life expectancy, housing, literacy and GNP

Development is often taken to mean the wealth of a country. The most developed countries (the MEDCs) are relatively rich countries and the less developed countries (LEDCs) are relatively poor countries. Development, however, is also about ‘quality of life’ or ‘standard of living’ and the extent to which all the people have a decent basic stand of living.

	
	MEDC
	LEDC

	Birth rate
	Low 10-16 babies born per 1000 people
	High 20-45 people born per 1000 people

	Death rate
	Low due to good health care 
	High due to poor health care and a wide spread of disease

	Natural increase
	Low (below 1%)
	High 2-3.5% or more

	Infant mortality
	Very few children die before the age of 5 in MEDC’s
	A high proportion of children die before the age of 5 in LEDC’s due to poor health care. About 35,000 babies die every day in LEDC’s due to poor health care and lack of food

	People per doctor
	A majority of people in MEDC’s have access to a doctor 
	Few people in LEDC’s have access to doctors unless they are wealthy

	Life expectancy
	Life expectancy is high in MEDC’s due to good medical care and quality of life
	Life expectancy is low in LEDC’s due to poor medical care and quality of life

	Housing
	Housing in MEDC’s is adequate for a majority of people. Most people have access to clean running water and electricity.
	Housing in LEDC’s is often inadequate with no access to clean running water or electricity. Shanty towns are large areas which develop in LEDC’s and consist of poorly built properties

	Literacy
	Literacy rates in MEDC’s are high because a majority of children have access to a free education
	Literacy rates in LEDC’s are low because people cannot afford to send their children to school and some areas may not even have schools due to a lack of teachers

	GNP
	The rich MEDC’s (with a GNP over US$ 10000) are in the continents of North America, Europe and Australasia. Japan in Asia is also in this group
	The poorest LEDC’s (with GNP’s under US$ 1250) are mainly in the continents of Africa and Asia. They lie on the southern side of the North-South Line


Economic impacts on development

The most widely used indicator of development is GNP (gross national product). There are advantages and disadvantages of using GNP as an indicator of development. An advantage is that it can be calculated for all countries although sometimes the data is not reliable. It is often a good indicator of a countries wealth. However, the output from farming is not included in the LEDC’s wealth. It is also very easy to compare the wealth of one country with another but some countries GNP’s are misleading due to their over reliance on production of oil and the very small populations (e.g Kuwait).

How the environment contributes to development

LEDC’s are often located where most natural hazards occur. A natural hazard usually causes damage to both people and property. Natural hazards help contribute to the lack of development in LEDC’s as money has to be spent on management and prevention of potential disasters instead of more important things such as medical care and education.

Differences in availability of resources between MEDC’s and LEDC’s

LEDC’s are the countries which produce many of the worlds raw materials. They then sell these raw materials to MEDC’s for relatively low prices. The MEDC’s then use the products to manufacture high value goods which they can sell for a great profit. Many LEDC’s  cannot afford the modern technology which would help to ensure better medical care and improve levels of employment. In LEDC’s much of the food is produced on small, inefficient subsistence farms and together with problems caused by extreme weather, means that food production on a national scale may be inadequate to feed all the people.

The main pattern of trade between the North and the South

Trade is the exchange of goods and services between countries.

Goods, e.g. raw materials, food and manufactured products are called visible trade.

Services, e.g. money spent by tourists, or foreign aid, are called invisible trade.

Many LEDC’s export primary products. These include things like oil, cotton, iron, bananas, coffee and cocoa.

MEDC’s export a greater number and range of secondary products. These are often manufactured goods which are made from primary products from LEDC’s.

Over 50% of trade takes place between MEDC countries, for example, the trading of cars to provide everybody with a greater choice.

Less trading happens between LEDC’s  as most of the LEDC’s produce the same products.

Rich countries in North America, especially the USA, and countries in free trade areas, such as the EU, dominate world trade.

Why is aid needed?

Aid is the transfer of money, goods and knowledge. Sometimes aid is given as a gift, but not always and often strings can be attached which leads some LEDC’s going further into debt.

There are 5 types of aid:

· Bilateral aid- This is where the aid is given from one government to another. The country receiving the aid may have to purchase goods from the country giving the aid. The problem is that some governments giving the aid often sell very expensive products e.g. tractors, which will not necessarily help the country progress. The tractors require expensive fuel and spare parts and cause unemployment as less workers are needed on the land. 

· Multilateral aid- This is where governments hand over the responsibility of aid to international aid agencies, such as UNICEF, WORLD BANK and WHO. These agencies try to pay more attention to what the country actually needs enabling them to become more developed.

· Aid from non-governmental organisations (NGO’s)- These are mainly charities e.g. Oxfam, who collect donations to give to developing countries. Most NGO’s are based in MEDC’s. They target their aid towards small-scale local projects which bring genuine benefit to the people.
· Short-term (relief) aid- This is always used to deal with emergencies and involves many countries from all over the world giving money to countries which have been affected by natural disasters e.g. a cyclone or earthquake.

· Long-term (development) aid- Its purpose is to increase a country’s level of development for the future and allow the people to become more self-sufficient. 

Summary

· Development is often taken to mean the wealth of a country.. A developed country (MEDC) is a relatively rich country. A developing country (LEDC) is a relatively poor country.

· The most widely used indicator of development is GNP (gross national product).

· There are advantages and disadvantages of using GNP as an indicator of development.

· LEDC’s are often located where most natural hazards occur.

· Trade involves the transfer of goods and services and benefits mainly the MEDCs.

· Aid is the transfer of money and goods and knowledge between countries.

· There are 5 types of aid: bilateral, multilateral, NGO, short-term and long-term.
